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Omnis homines, qui de rebus dubiit conſultant ab odio, 
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SHORT, PLAIN, CIVIL 


ANSWER, &. 


To Tazornrtvs, or the Author of an 
Appnazss to the No nILIT I 
and orurxr, Ge. 


By aa. abeidetit or other the Addrefs 
to the Nobility and Gentry, with the fig- 
nature of Theophilus, has fallen into my 
hands; and as I have waded through it 
with ſome attention, but without deriving 
an atom of pleaſure or infttuQion from it, 
1 ſhall take the liberty of amuſing myſelf 
W Aa with 


— tain number of years to come, 1 
the clergyman liberty to diſtrain the re- 
© ſpeQive farms for bis income, or to ſus 
* by civil bilk, on eaſier terms, and by a 


£63 


with ſome obſervations upon the book, 
and the virulence of its author. I ſhall 
not trace it through all its mazes and per- 
plexities, neither ſhall J aim a blow at 
every head of this many headed monſter, 
but 1 ſhall in a curſory manner (for I have 
other ways of employing my time) conſi- 
der how far it is entitled to reputation 


for candaur in its ſtridtures ou The Pro- 


Jed for the better Regulation in the Collec- 
tion of Tithes. The firſt ſtone which 
Theophilus throws (with a great deal of 


irt flicking to it) is at“ the taking * 


& and making that the f 


* ſhorter 


(33 


« ſhorter proceſs than he heretofore could 
„do.“ And this has afforded him a field 
for exerciſing his little knowledge of © the 
« ſtate of the eftabliſhed church in this 
« kingdom,” neither is he wrong in his 
abſtract, but in his concluſion, that an 
average rate, according to former ſettings, 
would be * curtailing the revenues of the 
clergy.” I cannot admit, until he proves 
to me, that by leaving the collection of 
tithes on its preſent footing, he will not 
curtail them much more; and until he 
can aſcertain that a reſort to landed ſe- 


curity is not fo advantageons for the in- 


cutybent as the preſent very wretched per- 
ſonal ſecurity of the Iriſh peaſantry. He 
muſt farther prove to me, that by leaving 
the incomes of the clergy to be collected as 
uſual, and according to the laws now in 
I being 


(6) 
being the different incumbents will be 
able to recover their juſt and fu// rights, 
that is, as he calculates; a greater income 
by ſeven-eighths than they have been for 
many years in poſſeſſion of. Now, I fear 
the fact will be otherwiſe ; I believe there 
are very few of that reverend and reſpecta- 
ble body, particularly in the ſouth of Irc- 
land, who, from fad experience, do not 
know that their incomes have had a pro- 
greſſive decreaſe for ſome years paſt ; and 
that in extenſive or remote | pariſhes, their 
inability to collect in kind - their own 
love of peace, and a good underſtanding 
with their pariſhioners— their abhortguce 


of rigorous meaſures, particularly where 
theſe might be ſuppoſed to have proceeded 
from ſelf-intereſt—and in many caſes, the 
defects ot inſufficiency of the laws hitherto 

| enacted 


( $9 
enacted for the ſecurity and recovery of 


the property of the clergy, have been princi- 
pally the cauſes of this decreaſe. I have ſaid 
inability to collect in kind; becauſe in the col- 
lection of the tithes of potatoes, for inſtance, 
(the ſtaple of the ſouth) the clergyman is ob- 
liged (contrary to the aſſertion of Theophi- 
lus) to have them ſevered or dug at hisown 
expence, and to receive his portion, not ac- 
cording to the weight or meaſure of the po- 
tatoes themſelves, but according to the mea- 
ſurement of the beds ſeparately, or the entire 
garden, as may be agreed upon by the par- 
ties. This is the general cu/fom—but if 
Theophilus can eſtabliſh a /aw ta confirm 
his ipſe dixit, the clergy of Munſter will 
owe him at leaſt one obligation. How far” 
then the clergy, thus cicumſtanced, will be 
able to collect the tithes of potatoes in kind, 
common ſenſe may, as univerſal experience 


has, 


(16-3 
has, determined. The labourers and ſer- 
vants, with all farming appendages, in the 
ordinary poſſeſſion of any clergyman, gen- 
tleman, or farmer, (ſappoſing the private 
work of his own demeſne to ſtand ftill) 
will prove very unequal indeed to an at- 
tendance in ſevering and collecting the 
tithes of one pariſh even, much leſs of ſo 
extenſive an union as twenty miles in length, 
and as many in breadth; and to oblige diſ- 
contented pariſhioners, under the influence 
of obſtinacy and perverſeneſs, to dig out 
the tithes, or to dig at all, even for hire, 
is more than any law I know of can ac. 
compliſh. And here let me ſuggeſt the 
idea, that unleſs a law be paſſed to oblige 


the pariſhioners to ſever, dig, and | ſend 
home to the clergyman, or to any other 
given place within the pariſh, his. tithes, 


( 1 


the clergyman paying the uſual rates for 


labour and carriage, tithes in kind, in 
moſt of the Munſter pariſhes, can never be 
collected, and therefore the clergyman muſt 
remain ſubject to impoſitions, and to the 
loſs (according to the calculation in the 
addreſs) of ſeven-eighths of his property. 
However much tho' I know and feel that 
the clergy receive an ĩncome far ſhort of what 
they are legally entitled to, yet I muſt con- 
ſider the calculation (for I am a moderate 
man, and can diveſt myſelf of partiality) as 
exaggerated by the haſtineſs of enthuſiaſm. 
Let us examine it :—He (Theophilus) ſays, 
and probably ſays right, that more than 
twelve ſhillings are not paid, and generally 
an average of eight ſhillings by the acre 
conſtitutes the rate for potatoe-tithes in 
Munſter. But he alſo fays, and probably 

'B S ſays 


(0) 


ſays wrong, that this is not above an eighth 
part of what the parſon ought to receive : 
For by his rule, where twelve ſhillings by 
the acre are paid, it being but the eighth 
part of what ought to be paid, the par- 
ſon ſhould get four pounds ſixteen ſhil- 
lings, and the entire crop muſt of courſe 
be worth forty-eight pounds; and in like 
manner, where eight ſhillings by the acre 
are paid, there ought to be paid three pounds 
four ſhillings, and the entire crop of the 
_ acre worth thirty-two pounds. Now I will 
even allow the enormous ſum of eight 
pounds rent to be paid for this acre, and 
the manufacturing of it to amount to four 
pounds more, as the Addreſs aſſerts; and 
I will dedu@ the rent, the manufacturing, 
and the tithes, which altogether, in. the 
firſt caſe, amount to ſixteen pounds ſix- 
teen ſhillings, from the produce of the 


whole 


6 1} 


while; the balance then to the farmer 


will amount to no leſs a ſum than 
thirty-one pounds four ſhillings, or near 
two hundred per cent. Ye people of Ire- 
land, why are you not rich, when ſuch a 
traffic as this lies open to you ?—But oh! 
you farmers, who need not pay eight pounds 
for an acre of ground, when you already 
have it for eight ſhillings—why ſleep ye? 
Rouſe and be rich—ſow potatoes, and reap 
gold. It is ſingular enough that becauſe 
the projet wiſhes to give the clergyman a 
good ſecurity on the land for the amount 
of his income, inſtead of the ill-ſecured 
bundle of notes which he muſt now put 
up with, that therefore Theophilus ſhall 
afſert, that it goes to the utter extermina- 
tion of the clergy, by holding them 'out as 


not belonging to the community, and not 
entitled to juſtice or protection. Why at 
| B 2 this 


(; 18 ) 


this rate he may level all difficulties ; but, 
in my opinion, ſhould never be truſted 
with a beok in his hand, or the uſe of 
pen or ink; for if giving to any body of 
men a better ſecurity for their property— 
if enabling them to collect it with eaſe 
and certainty—if exempting them from the 
ſrauds of every reſtleſs turbulent ſpirit 
who would diſturb their tranquillity, or 


with-hold what they ought to pay; if 


theſe can tend to throw any deſcription of 
men out of the community, or the pro- 
tection of the legiſlature, I confeſs I ſhould 
not object to be in the predicament this mo- 
ment. With reſpect to the mode propoſed in 
the project, for taking an average for ſo 
many years paſt, and conſtituting that 
the income for ſo many years to come, 
it has extraQed a ſmile from the gentle- 
man, who thinks he has diſcovered blunders 

and 


"CHA 

and abſurdities innumerable in it, ſach as 
that it can never anſwer on account of the 
decreaſe of the value of money ; that it muſt 
be aſcertained by a parcel of drunken juſtices, 
amidſt the riot of. a quarter ſeſſions, and 
that after the firſt leaſe has expired, the 
new one muſt be made out upon the very 
ſame terms, becauſe the valuation is to be 
fixed by a /imi/ar proceſs, The firſt of theſe 
objeQions will be anſwered with the laſt ; 

for I muſt inſiſt upon it, that the neceſſary | 


decreaſe in the valuation of money is pro- 
vided for; not indeed by taking the old 
valuation, for no ſuch thing was menti- 
oned, but by obtaining a new valuation, 
which, by a ffmilar proceſs of adjuſtment, 
viz, by jury, with appeal, &c. and by re- 
giſtering it, (if that mode ſhould be more 
eligible) ſhould ſtand for the clergyman's 


income 


( 14 ) 

income for ſo many years to come. Now, 
pray might not this valuation be ſtruck on 
an average between a new valuation to be 
made on the expiration of the leaſe, and 
what had been paid by the former agree- 
ment. But as it would be endleſs to 
argue with ſuch a determined caviller, I 
ſhall quote for him a little good advice 
which I ſomewhere met with“ Lay 
aſide a carping ſpirit, and read even an 
* adverſary with an honeſt deſign to find 
cut his true meaning; do not ſnatch at 
* little lapſes and appearances of miſtake.” 
As to his drunken juſtices, and riots at 
quarter ſeſſions, I don't know where he 
might have met with ſuch; but though it 
has often fallen to my lot to attend ſuch 
meetings, I have no recolleQion of them 
from the features which he has given: but [ 

| . dlink 
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think as his hand was in he might as well 
have made one work of it, and thrown 
drunkenneſs and riot into the teeth of the 
reverend judges of aſſiae, King's-bench, 
Common Pleas, Exchequer—nay, even 
Chancery itſelf; for I think, by the Project, 
there was to have been an appeal to them, 
becauſe the author had a better opinion 
than he ſeems to entertain of thoſe 
whom his Majeſty has been pleaſed to ap- 
point for the purpoſe of diſpenſing. juſtics 
in his kingdom of Ireland. | 


With reſpect to the probability of the 
ſcheme's laſting even for a few years, it is 
to be obſerved, that the author of it did not 
give it out as ſuch; for he expreſsly ſays, 
it was a plan ſaſtihꝶ put together, for the 
purpoſe of * ſetting aller pens in motion, 


and 


6 


and directing the thoughts of abler men to 
a ſubject of importance. But where you 
have lived (except in à city, perhaps 
where two adjacent houſes may not belong 
to the ſame landlord) to aſſert that a plow- 
land is ſeldom the eſtate of one perſon, 
is beyond my powers of conjecture : the 
contrary is nearly unvariably the fact; and 
in a very extenſive diſtrict (with which I 
am well acquainted) there occurs not one 
* inſtance of the contrary: this of courſe 
obviates your ſubſequent objections and 
ſaves me the trouble of anſwering them. 
But now behold the ſagacity of this cham- 
pion. He roundly aſſerts that the author 
| of a peaceful little plan, which, with reſpect- 
= ful deference he preſumed to lay before the 
public, as tending to adjuft the differences 
ſubſiſting between the clergy and the laity, 


— —'—— —— 
Pd 
* 
* 


„ 
is certainly a popiſb prieſt, and ſuc his viru- 
lence againſt tithes (wherein pray i) proclaim 
Him. He nevet-was more miſtaken. in his 
life; the — that Project is A 
an orthodox divine (be truſts) of the a 
of Ireland but he poſſeſſes, in obedience 
to its mandates, and in conformity with its 
practice, a meek, a benevolent, A tolerant 
ſpirit, unſtained: by the impurities of bigo- 
try and perſecution, Theſe, however, are 
but ſorry recommendations to Theophilus, 
(who, by the bye, on this oocaſion, ſhould 
have uſed another ſignature) for his ran- 
cour ſeems to be as unlimited as his fears, 
which far exceed thoſe of the Biſhop of Sa- 
FD rum, « of whom, the inimitable Swift, in his 
Preface to his Lerdſhip's I atrodu Qion, (and 
it is a caſe j in point). writes thus: * He 

| Q-.:: * deſcribes 


- - 
I * 
by + 5 


( 18 ) | 


« deſcribes the kingdom to be in ſuch u 
« fitvation, as if deſtruction hung over our 
heads by a ſingle hait—as if the Pope, 
** the Tretefider, the DI, and France 
« were Juſt at our very doors.” The par- 
tial quotation in the 71ft page, is beſt an- 
ſwered by many other modeſt ones which 
might be made by the pen of pood-nature, 
from many other parts of the pamphlet, 
and which wilf clearly demonſtrate, that 
the author of it prided hitnſelf more upon 
the qualities of his heuer (which to this 
hour he muft contend for} than on thoſe 
of his head, whe be rakes bat lade ac- 
coumt of. 14: en odd 01 


— 


. - - | : - 
«44 1 r 3 , 
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pr to ils lr in 6a fire, upo thier 
landlord's nine parts, and the parſon's tenth, 
Which ue plays at cups and balls 
| with, 


( 19 ) 
with, the latter does not fairly ſtate it 


his words are“ He (the author of the 
« Projed) tells the landlord, that when he 
„makes a leaſe to a tenant, he thereby 
f* lets to farm his, the landlord's, 
, ſhares of the produce of the land.” The 
author himſclf ſays (to the tenants) © When 
you naw ſtrike a bargain for a farm, 
yon do nat give ſo much for it by a 
4 tenth part, at the Jowe/l calculation; as 
* you would were it tithe-· free. Vou make 
allowance, and a ſuimable deduction from 
** your propoſal, to compenſate for the pro- 
portion which: the /aws oblige you to pay 
* to: the church. New let malignity it- 
| fel be the judge, and Jo hag bluſh 
ET Ze one e 
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( to ) 

It is remarkable too, that this latter paſ- 
ſage, which really belongs to the pam- 
phlet, ſteps in between the aſſertions of the 
impradtability and abſurdity of compaſling 
the abolitian of tithes, and the juſt and ho- 
nourable mention of the clergy, whom the 
lower orders particularly ſhould wiſh to 
ha ve continued and confirmed in their poſ- 
Mont; and the rather as the number of 
their benefaclorꝰ would be thereby multi- 
plied, and the means from which in their diſ- 
rrefſes they might derrue comfort and affifi- 
ance, would be more generally \diffuſed — 
But now for his chef dune in miſrepte- 
ſentation Ale telle you (but do not be- 
eve him) that the pamphlet attributes 
every one of the. miſeries of the poor to 
« their being ſubject to the payment of 
I tithes;“ and that 'the ſubſiſtence al- 


* lotted 


( 2r ) 
©* lotted for the national clergy in all ages 
* of Chriſtianity is the ſource of all man- 
ner of viees, immorality, robbery, and 
beggary in the ſubject, and the ruin of 
+ the ſtate; and “ that the clergy of the 
4+ eſtabliſhed church muſt be extirpated, or 
the nation is undone.“ Bravo, Theophi- 
lus—you work at a paragraph, as John did 
in the Tale of a Tub at the garment; you 
tear every thing before you; you leave 
not a wreck behind. But what ſaid the 
author of this little pamphlet Himſelf }— 
Why, he ſaid there were other caufes be- 
ſides the irregularities and exceſſbs dommit- 
ted by the common «people at” tithe-fet- 
ting and more ſources” for thoſe evils, 
(white-boys and beggars); + but that the 
above recited" ſpecies of oppreſſion (the 
3 + preſeat but only mode of ſetting tithes) | 
3 4 wy 


(a) 

© my prove a mrſery for ſuch, he believed 
* few would deny.” The reſt of the tea- 
ſoning in the Addreſs, down to hurling- 
matches, fairs, cock-fightings, herſe-races, 
patron-meetings, holy-wells and maſr-houſer, 
is all;too-abſurd to require an anſwer; and 
on a fair” peruſal of the pamphlet, will be 

found to be idle declamation: For how, 
ſior inſtanoe, does it appear chat the Pro- 

JeRt requires the clorgyman to give up his 
tithes entirely, becanſe the farmer does not 
not attendton the tithe- ſetting day to take 
them deo, does it appear chat he does 
nat ſet them to the beſt bidder, or per- 
baps (Which is more generally the prac- 
tie). keep them over for the farmer him- 
elf, to bo taken on a future day ?—Or 
how will: T heophilus--prave that the far- 
mer, who, by adn-attendance, - bad his 
we, \ tithes 


( 23 ) 

tithes taken by another, may not take them 
at ſecond-hand at an advanced price, rather 
than be diſturbed in his garden, be obliged 
to go many miles to another market, or 
perhaps get entangled in ſquabbles and li- 
tigation. I confeſs, with ſuch reaſoning and 
miſrepreſentations I am heartily tired, and 
with the virulence of expreſſion and illibera- 
lity of ſentiment, ſo predominant in this in- 
flammatory Addrefs to the Nobility and Gen- | 
try of Ireland, I have no patience. I ſhall 

therefore have done with the author and his 
| work fot ever, ſo far as it relates to the 
fubſtance of the Project for a better Regu- 
lation in the ColleQion of Tithes :—And 
after giving an explanation. (which by the 
way can ſcarcely be wanting) of a few 
words, Which ſeem to have given offence, 
1 ſhall turn to the other leading features-of 
4 | this 


| 
| 
| 


— — — — 
. 


pear ſoobjeQionable. 


( 24 ) 
this elaborate produQion. The words 
chiefly cavilled at are, tax, tithe market, 
aucrion of” tithes, and to give no offence. 


Now as to the word tax, if Mr. Theophi- 
lus will conſider that very arbitrary vote of 
a former Houſe of Commons, which prohi- 
bited the recovery of the tithes on paſtu- 
vage, and which has freed ſo enormous 2 
part of the lands in Munſter, and in other 
parts of the kingdom, from the payment of 
that juſt and antient part of the income of 
the clergy : if he will conſider alſo how 
grating it muſt be to the man who plows 


2 and ſows, to ſce his neighbour, who does 


neither, exempted from the payment of 
that to which his induſtry. ſubjeas bim, 
the word, as a modus Joquendi, will not ap- 
In one point, how- 

« ever, 


( 25s ) 
ever, I will go beyond Theophilus, and [ 


will yet hope to ſee, on the farther conſi- 
deration of | the preſent legiſlature, * 
ment reſtored to the clergy, or ſome com- | 
penſation from paſture grounds given. to 
them, as an, attonement to juſtice, which 
was violated 5 their e in ſo 
was en "IR mata W and * 
unimproved ſtate of the country, do fully 
' vince; exempting all paſture lands from 
the pay ment of tithes, was an encourage. 
ment to the farmer to raiſe ſtock, to ne- 
glect agriculture, to lay waſte immieaſure- 
able tracts, or, the ſame thing, to give it up 
to the beaſts of the field; when it might be 
converted to much bettet purpoſes, in 
2 ving employment and fuſtenance to the 
natives of the land: neither am I convinced 
850 D 8 that 


2 


(196) 


that the preſent, or rather (I hope) the late 
outrages, might not have been in fore 
meaſure provoked by the vote on agiſt- 
ment; it created an invidious diſtinction 
between the ſtock and tillage farmers, and 
raiſed a jealouſy in the latter which might, 
in ptoceſs of time, have operated on diſ- 
contented: minis even to tumult and diC- 


The words, auction of tithes, and tithe 
market, I can really ſee nothing improper 
in, and any man who has attended them 
will probably not diſpute the terms, nei- 
ther do I think the terms opprobrious ; 
none of thoſe nobility or gentry whom 
Theophilus addreſſes, would thiok himſelf 

degraded, on removal from this county to 
| another, to have it ſaid be fold his ſtock, 
his Furniture, or his houſe, perhaps, by 


auction. 


1 


auction. The words, 10 give no offence, 
ſcem to have given the addreſs-writer parti- 
cular offence; but for that he wreaks his 
vengeance, on all the /and!crds and tenants 
in the kingdom, for he calls them a parcel 

of rogues, who are willing 2 defraud the 
cle rgy of every fixpence of their properties: 

now, it ſo happening that I have a better 
opinion both of the landlords and the gene- 
rality of the tenantry of Ireland, Iwill not 
believe this angry aſſertion, nor would 1 
inſult the legiſlature of my country, from 
whom the clergy expect redreſs in their 
preſent diſtreſſes, and who are all formed 
out of the firſt elaſs of Theophilus' $ rogues, 


ſo far as to countenance his  calumny for a 


moment. CEL RE; 
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Now, Sir, as to the other parts of your 
addreſs, not hitherto noticed, I ſhall take 
them as they occur to my memory, (for I 
cannot be at the drudgery of teading you 
again) and make fuch obſervations as truth 
Ane ſhall dictate. Vou ſeem to think that 
ſaying, it happens the tithes on many 
* farms amount to a fourth or fifth of the 
rent paid to the landlord,” is ſounding 
the alarm to the landlords; but you account 
for it by two probable caſes let mo help 
you to another, which in the remoter pa- 
riſhes of the ſouth of Ireland more fre- 
quently happens. A landlord lets a farm, 
of ten a plowland, or one, two, or more, 
ſubdenominations of a plowland, to one or 
two tenants, (acres in thoſe places being al- 


moſt entirely unknown) this tenant col- 
lects a number of inferior and poorer peo- 
| : ple 
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ple than himfelf, who, perhaps, in the rage 
of ſtock-farming, had been driven off from 
other grounds, to make room for cows and 
bullocks, and to them he parcels out the 


greater part of his new farm, referving to 
himſelf ſuch a portion as he thinks he may 
have occaſion for; or, perhaps, he may ha ve 
another reſidence, and then the whole is 
parcelled out by this middle man, whom, 
in my way, I muſt call one of the principal 
cauſes of the poverty and diſtreſs of the 
Iriſh peaſantry. This tenantry then, ſo 
ſituated with numerous families, and many 
hands for the labours of the field, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily grow a quantity of corn and pota- 
toes, ſo much out of proportion to the head 
landlord's rent, that the tithes will readily 
amount to the fourth or fifth of it, as 
above ſtated. But why alarm the land- 
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lords? | Becauſe the fact is ſo; for if they 
had the ground in a few years again to let, 
ſo long as they ghooſe to employ a middle 
tenant it would yield them no greater rent; 
neither does it follow, becauſe the obſerva- 
tion was advanced in the Propect, that there. 
fore the landlord had any right to nine- 
tenths of the produce of the land : any fool 
can tell that the land is the landlords, but 
be muſt be a very ingenious man, indeed, 

who could prove, and a bold one who 
| would aſſert, that the produce of the land 
was alſo his, when he did not manufacture 
it himſelf, and had actually let it to athers 
who did. | | 


But wherein now, moſt excellent Theo- 
philus, conſiſt the dangers of the plan pro- 
er in the pamphlet, to the Proteſtant 


religion ? 


(6-3 
religion New modelling an old ſyſtem 
has been often tried, and with ſucceſs, —— 
Magna Charta, the Reformation, the Bill 
of Rights, nay moſt of thoſe recent acts of 
our own legiſlature, i in the years ſeventy- 
nine, eighty, eighty-one and cighty-two, | 
were of this complexion ; and will you ſay 
in the face of the eſtabliſhed" religion, and 
your own country, that at this day we 
ought not to rejoice in the events ?—And 
will you affirm, that becauſe a plan is pro- 
poſed to have the incomes of the clergy | 
eſtabliſhed on a permanent foundation, (for 
leſſening them from what they have been 
for years is not even hinted at)—will you 
fay that the intention thereby was to era- 
dicate the eſtabliſhed religion ? Par other- 
wiſe muſt it appear to every diſpaſſionate 
Wind; and though your arguments have 
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coſt you ſome trouble, and traverſe through 
labyrinths of intricacy, yet to the calm but 
diſcerning eye. of reaſon they muſt appear 
like viſions, and leave not a trace be- Þ 
hind.” It is my boaſt to be as zealous in 
the Proteſtant cauſe, but with temper and 
Chriſtian charity, as any man in the nation; 
and if I were: convinced (but mere bigot- 
ted deelamation will not do it) that any 
=” matter which at any time had fallen from 
| —_ could in any degree do the flighteſt i in- 

Jury to the eſtabliſhed religion, or to the 

conſtitution in church or ſtate, I ſhould 
| not delay that reparation, at the riſk of 
| my. exiſtence, / which an injury of ſuch 
| magnitude has a right to demand. But 
| Indeed 1. do not think it neceſſary to ma- 
| nifeſt my zeal by the ſame exceſs of un- 
charitableneſs that an unfortunate young | 
TRE noble- 
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nobleman exhibited * Lon lon a few years 
ago, nor yet as (his pupil I believe) Theo- 
philus would now do, if we can collect his 
ſentiments from his writings. I would em- 
ploy a popiſh printer, if he executed his 
work as well as (perhaps he does better. 
than) another: and I will whiſper a fecret 
in the ear of Theophilus, even this moment 
I have actually a coat making for me by 
the hands of a popiſh /p, a poor heretic 
taylor. But in my own juſtification (in 
thoſe times of miſrepreſentation and ma- 
lice) it may not be» imprudent again to aſ- 
ſert, and by at leaſt one inſtance to con- 
firm, that I am neither a lay nor an eccle- 
ſiaſtioal Roman Catholic. Theophilus, in 
his great benignity of ſoul, and a miſtaken 
or pretended loyalty, or with the heedleſs; 

blundering of an Iriſhman, iffues a devout 
E prayer 
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prayer for the grandfather of his preſent 
Majefty—whom God, he hopes, may long 
preſerve.— Now J, not holdin 7 prayers for 
the dead as canſtituting a part of my reli- 
gious tenets, will not even cjaculate an 
Amen; but this will I do, with a heart 
overflowing with duty, affection, and loy- 
alty—I will wnequrvocally and fervently 
pray for every bleſſing from Heaven on the 
perſon and family of his moſt ſacred Ma- 
jeſty, King George the Third, on the head 
of whom, and of whoſe poſterity may the 
crown of Great Britain and Ireland conti- 
nue till time itſelf ſhall be no more. But 
indeed 1 will not join in prayers for the 
dead. Apropas, this blunder of Theophi- 
lus puts me in mind of a ludicrous note on 
the Epiſtle to Gorges Edmond Howard 1 
It runs thus The people of Ireland are 
| ** remark- 
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remarkable for a great deal of loyalty, 
* and thick legs. As a proof of this, the 
« citizens of Dublin march every year, on 
* the 4th of November, round the ſtatue 
of King George the Second, in Stephen's- 
green, in honour of King William tne 
Third, who hath one of his own in Col- 
* lege-green, of glorious and immortal me- 
* mory, whom God long preſerve.” 


In one point, and perhaps but one, Theo- 
philus and 1 have agreed in reprobating 
the nefarious proceedings of thoſe daring 
inſurgents called white-boys i and fo far 
have I been from yielding them an inch of 
ground, that in every ſtage of their con- 


ne and manœuvres I have proved myſelf 


thehamoſt diſtinguiſhed enemy. I was the 
firſt to tear down their inflammatory ad- 


E 2 vertiſements, 
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vertiſements, to tranſmit them to govern- 
ment, to prepare for defence, and to com- 
mence an offenfive war againſt them. —1 
have given them the meeting by day, and 
I have purſued them by night—1 have 

| threatened—I have unweariedly ſought for 
information, and have, as a ſubject and a 
magiſtrate, reſpecting the laws of his coun- 
try, joined in their proſecution: . and my 
opinion is as decided as his, that to their 
outrageous mode of foliciting redreſs' of 
grievances, real or ideal, no conceſſions 
ſhould be made. For the truth of this, 
Theophilus might have given me credit 
had he given himſelf time to have looked at 
the date of tlie pamphlet, which was writ- 


ten in the beginning of the murmurs, not 
of the inſurreQions of thoſe deluded peo- 
ple But wherefore do you aſſert, Sir, 

r that 
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that thoſe wretches are all compoſed of 
Roman Catholics? The aſſeveration is as 
unjuſt as it is illiberal. I can prove the 
contrary, But what is of more conſe- 
quence than my proof, the judges on the 
two laſt Munſter circuits. can -prove the 
ſame. Many Proteſtants (though I thank 
God moftly of the lower order) were as 
much engaged in tendering oaths, in pro- 
ceſſions by day, and in outrages by night, 
as any other deſcription of men whatſo- 
ever. Nay, ſome of them were captains of 
theſe lawleſs corps, and have'been obliged 
to fly from the proſecution that: awaited 
them: But how muſt your illiberality hide 
its diminiſhed head, when you are remind- 
ed of a public tranſaction, which you af- 


ſet to be ignorant of by the language of 
your book. A certain Roman Catholic no- 


bleman 


— 


({ 83 
bleman in the ſouth of Ireland took ſo ac- 


tive a part in the ſuppreſſion of theſe in- 
fatuated  miſcreants, that the body of the 
eſtabliſhed elergy, the grand-fury, the col- 
lected voice of the county in which he re- 
ſides, could not with-hold their public ac- 
knowledgements, or to ſpeak more pro- 
perly, they voluntarily returned him thoſe 
thanks for his zealous and active conduct in 
ſupport of the laws, and the reſtoration of 
the publie tranquillity, which he ſo richly 
merited. Amiable as he is in private life, 
exemplary though he is as a landlord, a fa- 
ther to his tenantry ;—theſe teſtimonies of 
applauſe from his county, muſt exalt his 
name to the more dignified appellation of 
2 Patriot. TY e e „ "il 


With 
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With reſpe& to the proceedings on ſub. - 
trations in a Biſhop's Court, the ſubject 
is tao delicate to undergo a rough diſcuſ- 
fion ; but I would aſk, is one pound fix 
ſhillings ſo mere a trifle to be paid in coſts ? 
Is a journey of fifty miles (which may be 
often- the caſe) to the town where the 
courts are held, of ſo little conſequence? 
Beſides, Theophilus, or any one who reads 
the pamphlet, muſt allow that theſe pro- 
ceedings were therein ſtiled vexatious litiga- 
tions, only when the fuit un inſtituted by 
canters, by idle adventurers, who took the 
tithes for the expreſs purpoſes. of profit, or 
through a lazineſs, which prevented their 
tilling their own ground; but by no means 
were they entitled vexatious when inſtituted 
by the clergyman himſelf, for then often, 
too often probably, does it happen (caſes of 

obſtinacy 
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obſtinacy excepted) that his own humanity 
pays more than half the coſts. All means 
arc firſt tried by the parſon for adjuſtment, 
and even when he is forced to ſue, the pro- 
ceedings ſeldom proceed to a monition ; but 
this does not invalidate the charge againſt 
the man who ſteps in between the incum- 
bent and the occupier of the ground ; and 
as we have therefore the greater reaſon to 
regret the neceſſity which the former is un- 
der, of fometimes ſetting his tithes to ſuch 
perſons, ſo ſhould we conclude there is a 
greater call for ſuch a regulation in the col. 
lecting the revenues of the clergy, as may 
finally obviate all the incon veniencies which 
ariſe from the preſent ſyſtem, almoſt 
equally, to them and to the laiety. And 
this leads me into an examination of the 
merits of the plan of commutation pre poſed 

a by 
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by Theophilus :—* A twentieth part of the 
land is to be ſet apart for the mainte- 
2 nance of the incumbent, and the land ſo 
ſet apart ſhall be for ever conſidered as 
glebe land.” Now, let me aſk how is this 
to be ſet apart, or by whom? Will the 
landlords of the kingdom give up a twen- 
tieth part of their eſtates, in order to ex- 
empt the remaining nineteen parts from the 
payment of tithes? Or, is this twentieth 


part to be purchaſed from them under an 


act of parliament, which muſt firſt break 


in upon all ſettlements; and if ſo, where 
or whence is the fund to be raiſed to make 


theſe purchaſes ? Is the nation to be taxed - 


in a ſum equal to ſo enormous a purchaſe ? 
Or (according to G. A. Stevens's plan for the 


9 of the national debt) is the Ley, | 


to be bottled up and fold for Spa water? 
3 But 
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But we will ſuppoſe that ſhowers of gold 
ſhall deſcend from Heaven for the purpoſe ; 
will Theophilus, who has acknowledged 
the very great diſparity between a tenth of 
the land, and a tenth of the produce of it, 
aſſert, and by what means will he prove, 
that a twentieth of the land will be an 
equivalent to the clergy ? [ cannot be per- 
ſuaded caſily that a part is greater than the 
| whole; and this calculator ſhall not work 
with ſuch tools upon my credulity. But i 1s 
this the reſult of all that zeal (a now call it 
affeQed) for the intereſts of the church, 
which Theophilus ſeemed to have been ac- 
tuated by? Is it thus he undertakes to 
make up for the ſeven-cighths of property, 

ſo long vreſted from the clergy, by giving 
them not a half of what they are entitled 
10 He ſays, with a ſhew of diffidenoe, in- 
deed, 


- „ 
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deed, he is aware of objections; but this 
very material objeQtion, the head of all, he 


never even glances at. Timeo Danaos.— 
Such favours may the clergy ever reject, ay 


ever be able to oppoſe ! 


But if commutation be the ſyſtem, I ſhould | 


beg leave to direct the attentive conſiderati- 
on of all parties to the ſubſtituting corn rents 


in place of tithes ; not immediately accord- 


ing to the circumſcribed plan of Lord Bur- 


leigh, and Sir Thomas Smith, for by their 
ſyſtem one-third only of the income was ca- 
pable of a riſe ſuitable to the decreaſe in the 
value of money ; the other two parts muſt 
ſtand faſt—ſo that for every fifteen pounds 


increaſe, which every other man enjoys in 
rent roll, the clergyman can have but 


five—a partiality as diſgraceful as unme- 
F $7 "ited : 
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rited : but if a commutation by corn rents 
ſhould be in contemplation, let its opera- 
tion go to every ſhilling of the income of 
the clergy, asthe only means to obviate the 
ill effecds of a fixed perpetual ſtipend, which 
a limitted commutation muſt otherwiſe occa- 
ſion ; and to do away the bad conſequences 
which have followed the arbitrary and im- 
politic vote on agiſtment, and the jealouſy 
and diſcontent (the parents probably of the 
late diſturbances) ariſing naturally enough 
from the partial regulation in the payment of 
the clergy, let all lands, thoſe'of paſture as 
well as thoſe of tillage, be ſubje to the 
payment of this corn rent in each pariſh, 
to the amount of the full income of the 


tithes of the pariſh ; this to be applotted, 
ſuppoſe, and collected as country charges 
uſually are. In a certain pariſh in the 
2 ſouth 
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ſouth of Ireland, where this experiment has 
been made in idea, and calculated in an 
idle hour, the account ſtood thus ;—The 
pariſh, communibus annis, produces a reve- 
nue of one hundred and fifty pounds, which, 
applotted on the different denominations of 
land in the pariſh, would amount to about 


eight ſhillings and ten pence on each gin- 


neeve, (I do not know whether I ſpell it 
right) or to five pounds fix ſhillings on each 
plowland. Now, as it is notorious that 
ſome ginneeves pay in tithes, on account 
of the tillage on them, as much as ſome 


plowlands, on account of their being en- 
tirely conſigned to paſture, would it not be 
more eligible (if commutation, I repeat, be 
the new deviſed ſyſtem) to applot the re- ; 
venues appointed for the clergy equally and 
fairly on all the lands within the pariſh, 
and 
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and let it be thereafter at the option of the 
tenant to appropriate his ground to ſtock 
or tillage, as may beſt ſuit his own conve- 
nience or the nature of his farm. One good, 
however muſt reſult from it—a greater ſpi- 
rit for agriculture, to the better employ- 
ment and feeding of the peaſantry, and to 
the improvement of extenſive uncultivated 
tracts of the cguntry, which, without agri- 
culture, muſt ever remain monuments of 
Iciſh loth, and a reproach to the landed 
intereſt of the kingdom. But here I deſire 
to be fairly underſtood, not as a. man at- 
tributing to tithes, evils which grow from 
other cauſes-net as 2 partial friend to 
commutation—but as one who only wiſhes, 
if ſuch ſhould take place, to propoſe, with 


deference to better opinions, who ſhould be 


ſuvjea to the payment of it, how it ſhould 
be 
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be apportioned, and to place the wealthy 
indolent ſtock farmer on the fame ground 
with the poor induftrious tiller of the earth. 
Suppoſe now in the pariſh above-mention- 
ed, of the yearly value to the incumbent of 
one hundred and ſixty pounds, the pariſh 
were obliged to pay annually a corn- rent 
of eighty barrels of wheat, each containing 
forty ſtone, worth forty ſhillings, and that 
this was conflituted a permanent charge 
upon the parifh, and to be applotted on the 
different denominations' or ſub-denomina- 
tions of land. By this ſettlement, each far- 
mer down to the holder of a cabbin and a 
cabbage-garden will know, as in the cafe 
of country charges, how much he is to pay 


to the clergyman, who, by the ſame rule, 
will know what he is to receive. And as 


**33 / 


HD it would not be i in the, ie option c ofcither party 


to 


| 
| 
| 
ö 
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fo tender or demand aQual corn, that 1s, 
his rent in kind, no litigations could ariſe, 
and the income of the clergy might be 
brought to keep pace with the encreaſing 
price of the neceſſaries of life, or, if you 
will, with the decreaſe in the value of mo- 
ney, by ſtriking the applotment on the pa- 
riſh in the month of Auguſt; ſuppoſe, ac- 
cording to the value which that corn had 
borne in the adjacent market- town, on an 
average of the ſix preceding months, to be 
aſcertained by a certificate under the hand 


of the chief magiſtrate of that town, or by 


affidavit of the clerk of the market, and 
certain other reputable inhabitants who 
reſorted to it. | 


- 


Ion (but it is * A ; confidence in 
better opinions than my own) I am not an 


advocate for commutation, though I hope I 
may 
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may be allowed to add, that hitherto I have 
met with no arguments to convince me of 
its baneful influence upon the eſtabliſhed 
religion. I bow, however, with deference, 
to the ſentiments of abler and more digni- 
fied men; but I do ſo through faith in 
their zeal, foreſight, and talents, though 
not as yet through conviction.— I here 
ſpeak of private opinions; fer as no publi- 
cation on the ſubject, but the Addreſs to 
the Nobility and Gen try, has yet reached 
me, and as that carries with it no convert- 
ing powers, I cannot, of courſe, ſubſcribe 
myſelf a proſelyte to its doctrines; but I 
will ſubſcribe myſelf what I truly am, a 
man with the beſt intentions, and 


A BenNgEFiced CLERGYMAN, 
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